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: chrplments are overclua on thc uperb JOb your daily o RiEaT
“sitvation in Vietnam" publication bas performed. However, your LU
“'lssue of July 7, SC. No. 01440/66 had so many good pomts I thought Ui

L it A proper occas:.on for more specifm praise. "

a Your staff has really perfomed Incredibly well in the daily &Q
- agonizing and painstsking assessment of voluminous reports, overt vy
i and covert, conceming political developments in South Vietnam. ;
- Your recapitulation here again was conmendable in every respect, !
¢ providing ample detail for the harried reader to put the information ' .-
" in mind and yet withtheproper parspective astoits valid:.ty and - .
o impl:l.cat:ms. o

: " Similarly your piece on a:.r~to-a1r-nussiles, their reportad :

. and actual use over North Vietnam, raised a briefing note to a use=
 ful sumary of all information to date. Your comments on Yen Bai went
. - beyond mere reporting, offering provocative, yet carefully worded,
hypotheses indicating to the reader their speculative nature.

LT Most impressive, however, was the section "Copmmanist Poln.tlcal
" Developments," where you presented a balanced account of the Hanoi
- evacuation information, the Soviet bloc statement on "Volunteers,"
- and wost difficult of all, a detailed examination of various TDCS's
. . bearing cn Hanoi, its attitude toward negotiations, and its relaticns
- ..with Peking, This careful dissection of dramatically worded, unprovable
~- but possibly true, reports deserved far wider read:mg than I suspect
ool received,

-, In sum, your routine servioe is mytrmmg but routine and on
. the second anniversary of the Torkin Gulf incidents which threw us S ,
4+ all into & constant crisis of Vietnam hriefing and analysis, I would’ e e T e
L like to present INR'B ompliments for a job more thanwell done S T e
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